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Assistance Administration said on October 1. LEAA said 
a study showed a total of nearly 46,000 residents in the 
facilities, a drop of about 3,200 from the previous survey 
on June 30, 1975. 

The College of Criminal Justice at the University of 
South Carolina has initiated a criminal justice ‘Futures 
Group” involving leaders in the criminal justice community 
in South Carolina, according to Dean William T. Mathias. 
The group consists of 28 members, including elected 
officials, law enforcement, courts and corrections admin- 
istrators, social services personnel and interested persons 
from related agencies not in the criminal justice system. 
They meet to discuss data collected in South Carolina, 
to analyze trends and to assess tne likely impact on 
crime in the South Carolina criminal justice system. 

The First World Congress of Victimology will be held 
August 20 to 24, 1980, in Washington, D.C. For infor- 
mation about the awards competition, the presentation 
of pevers or any other aspect of the program write to: 
Progiam Chair, First World Congress of Victimology, 
108A S. Columbus Street, Alexandria, Va. 22314. Tele- 
phone: (703) 549-7239, 549-7953. 

Yhe Administration of Justice Department, San Jose 
State University, will be celebrating their 50th anni- 
versary on May 2 to 4, 1980. Plans are being made for a 
golf tournament, firing range competition, and a wine 
tasting tour. If you were affiliated with the school in 
any capacity, please contact Administration of Justice 
Department, MH 508, San Jose State University, San 
Jose, California 95192. 

Serious crime in the United States in the first half of 
1979 rose 9 percent over the comparable 1978 period, 
according to preliminary statistics compiled by the FBI. 
Uniform Crime Reports’ figures released October 9 by 
William H. Webster, Director of the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation, showed that crime reported to law enforce- 
ment agencies increased 8 percent in the April-through- 
June quarter after rising 11 percent in the first 3 months 
of the year. Attorney General Benjamin R. Civiletti noted: 
“Although the increase was not as drastic as reported 
for the first quarter, the statistics continue to show a dis- 
turbing increase over last year. Law enforcement must 
persist in our efforts to prevent crime.” 


Milton G. Rector, president of the National Council on 
Crime and Delinquency, has urged the Nation’s judges 


to “strike a powerful blow for justice and for a more 
effective and humane criminal justice system.” In an 
open letter dated October 18 to more than 7,500 state 
court judges, he urged judges, who are the single most 
influential members of the criminal justice system, to 
help reduce the country’s dependence on imprisonment as 
a solution to the crime problem. Although the crime rate 
has been relatively stable in recent years, Rector pointed 
out that the prison population has been soaring. Over- 
crowded conditions in jails and prisons have become 
brutalizing, violating basic human rights. The burden 
falls hardest on the poor, the young, and minorities who 
are incarcerated in the largest numbers. According to 
Rector, judges have the power, within the framework 
of their state laws, to move the country away from its 
reliance on imprisonment. He urged them to: (1) Sig- 
nificantly reduce the length of sentences handed down. 
Xesearch has shown that offenders who serve shorte: 
sentences have recidivism rates lower than those who serve 
longer sentences. (2) Use a wide range of community- 
based alternatives to incarceration for offenders who are 
not dangerous. Alternatives such as fine, restitution to 
victims and community service cost one-fourth as much 
as incarceration. 

The Minnesota Corrections Association has named Still- 
water Correctional Facility Warden Frank Wood as Cor- 
rections Person of the Year. The announcement was made 
at the Association’s Annual Conference October 24 in 
Minneapolis at the downtown Holiday Inn. Wood was 
cited for “his strong leadership in the operation of a 
correctional facility which has earned a national reputa- 
tion for excellence as a fair, humane, and safe institution.” 
Vood has worked in the Minnesota Department of Cor- 
rections since the Department was created in 1959. He 
has served at the Stillwater facility as warden for 4 
years. The Association also announced that Thomas Chris- 
tian, director of the Minnesota Community Corrections 
Association, has been given the group’s Professional 
Achievement Award. Christian was cited for “his unfailing 
commitment to high professional standards and his leader- 
ship in the formation of the Community Corrections 
Association.” He has been director of the Community Cor- 
rections Association since 1976. He is also an instructor 
at the University of Minnesota and Mankato State Uni- 
versity. Christian has served as director of a Minneapolis 
halfway house, a probation officer, and an instructor at 
Michigan State university. 
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